
 

 

2024 WASHINGTON STATE AGRICULTURAL VIABILITY CONFERENCE SURVEY RESULTS 

 

The Washington State Agricultural Viability Conference was held on May 29 – 30, 2024 at the Three Rivers 
Convention Center in Kennewick, Washington. During the conference, attendees were asked to answer a series of 
questions pertaining to three topics: regulatory and production costs, water, and labor and workforce 
development. The following graphics depict the answers attendees provided.  
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% OF CONFERENCE ATTENDEES

What are you optimistic about for the future of Washington agriculture? 
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SURVEY 1: REGULATORY & PRODUCTION COSTS 
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What regulations are farmers, ranchers and agribusinesses spending the 
most time on? 
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Strongly Agree 61%

Agree 30%

Strongly Disagree 7%

Neutral 2% Disagree 1%

How strongly do you believe regulations are impacting Washington’s agricultural 
businesses?
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% OF CONFERENCE ATTENDEES

What programs or standards could be improved to enhance farm, ranch, or business 
production and profitability? 
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SURVEY 2: WATER 
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What water related issues do you think are the most impactful to agriculture?



2024 WASHINGTON STATE AGRICULTURAL VIABILITY 
CONFERENCE SURVEY RESULTS 

 

 

 

76%

63%

48%

40%

34%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80%

Investment in irrigation infrastructure

Improvements to water rights

Incentives for on-farm infrastructure

On-farm irrigation technology

Breeding crops and livestock for water use efficiency

% OF CONFERENCE ATTENDEES

What would be most beneficial to invest in to improve water conditions in 
Washington? 
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SURVEY 3: LABOR & WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT  
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% OF CONFERENCE ATTENDEES

Choose the top challenges related to labor and the work force? 
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What investments can be made to improve the agricultural workforce? 
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Moderately positively
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How do you feel advances in labor technology are impacting the viability of 
Washington agriculture? 


