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2024 WASHINGTON STATE AGRICULTURAL VIABILITY CONFERENCE SURVEY RESULTS

The Washington State Agricultural Viability Conference was held on May 29 — 30, 2024 at the Three Rivers
Convention Center in Kennewick, Washington. During the conference, attendees were asked to answer a series of
questions pertaining to three topics: regulatory and production costs, water, and labor and workforce
development. The following graphics depict the answers attendees provided.



Washington
State Departmen

D cure t of
~WSDA _ Agriculture

TTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTT

rﬁ 2024 WASHINGTON STATE AGRICULTURAL VIABILITY
ﬂ v College of Agricultural, Human, CONFERENCE SURVEY RESULTS
e Sciences

What worries you about the future of agriculture in Washington?
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What are you optimistic about for the future of Washington agriculture?

New foreign markets 22%

Ability to grow new crops 22%

Increased demand / prices 31%

Improved interest from domestic markets 31%

Changes in how agricultural businesses sell their products (i.e. direct to

consumer) i
Advanced research 33%
Increased production efficiency 53%
New technology (e.g. automation, drones, etc.) 73%
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SURVEY 1: REGULATORY & PRODUCTION COSTS

What regulations are farmers, ranchers and agribusinesses spending the
most time on?
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Neutral 2%

Disagree 1%

Strongly Disagree 7%

Agree 30%

Strongly Agree 61%

How strongly do you believe regulations are impacting Washington’s agricultural
businesses?
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What programs or standards could be improved to enhance farm, ranch, or business
production and profitability?

Technology regulations 15%

Food safety protocols 15%

Standards to protect access to foreign markets 25%

Worker health and safety requirements 26%

Insurance and disaster protection programs 38%

Supply chain improvements 42%

Incentive programs (i.e. conservation, technology adoptions, etc.) 69%
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SURVEY 2: WATER

What worries you the most about water and climate in relation to agriculture in the future?
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What water related issues do you think are the most impactful to agriculture?
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What would be most beneficial to invest in to improve water conditions in
Washington?

Breeding crops and livestock for water use efficiency 34%

On-farm irrigation technology 40%

Incentives for on-farm infrastructure 48%

Improvements to water rights 63%

Investment in irrigation infrastructure
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SURVEY 3: LABOR & WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT

Choose the top challenges related to labor and the work force?

H2A program complexity 9%
Need for immigration reform 25%
Availability of a skilled workforce 31%
Compliance challenges (health and safety, housing, smoke, heat) 41%
Labor availability 56%
Rising minimum wage 59%

Worker compensation costs (insurance, overtime, etc.) 60%
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What investments can be made to improve the agricultural workforce?
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How do you feel advances in labor technology are impacting the viability of
Washington agriculture?

Very negatively
Moderately negatively 4%
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