
 

PREPROPOSAL STATEMENT OF INQUIRY 
CR-101 (June 2004) 

(Implements RCW 34.05.310) 
Do NOT use for expedited rule making 

Agency:    Dept. of Agriculture 
 Subject of possible rule making: Chapter 16-350 WAC, Registration and Certification of Fruit Tree Planting Stock. The 
department is considering adopting changes to the fruit tree planting stock rule to better align with the National Clean Plant 
Network. This proposal would adopt the format of the fruit tree “State Level Model Regulatory Standard” of the National Clean 
Plant Network, modify the eligibility requirements for registered prunus trees, and clarify eligibility requirements for imported 
propagation material.  

Statutes authorizing the agency to adopt rules on this subject: RCW 15.14.015, and chapter 34.05 RCW 

Reasons why rules on this subject may be needed and what they might accomplish: The National Clean Plant Network (NCPN) 
was created to protect specialty crops from the spread of economically harmful plant pests and diseases. Its mission is to 
provide healthy planting stock that is easier to propagate, requires fewer chemical inputs, and produces higher crop yields 
and better crop quality. The NCPN does this through programs which screen plant selections for viruses and other diseases 
that can be spread by contaminated planting stock. Modifying our certification program is necessary to continue to reduce the 
chance of introduction of exotic pests that can be difficult and costly to control and to further standardize our program with the 
NCPN model. 

 
 

Identify other federal and state agencies that regulate this subject and the process coordinating the rule with these agencies: 

None 

Process for developing new rule (check all that apply): 

  Negotiated rule making 

  Pilot rule making 

  Agency study 

  Other (describe)   Department staff will discuss any proposed amendments with affected stakeholders. Affected 
stakeholders will also have an opportunity to submit written comments on the proposed rules during the public comment 
period and will be able to present oral testimony at the public hearing.   

How interested parties can participate in the decision to adopt the new rule and formulation of the proposed rule before 
publication: 

 (List names, addresses, telephone, fax numbers, and e-mail of persons to contact; describe meetings, other exchanges of information, 
etc.)  

 

Brad White, Assistant Director 
Plant Protection Division 
Washington State Dept. of Agriculture 
PO Box 42560 
Olympia, Washington 98504-2560 
Phone:  (360) 902-1907  Fax:  (360) 902-2094   
Email:  bwhite@agr.wa.gov 
 

 

Tom Wessels, Plant Services Program Manager 
Plant Protection Division 
Washington State Dept. of Agriculture 
PO Box 42560 
Olympia, Washington 98504-2560 
Phone:  (360) 902-1984  Fax:  (360) 902-2094   
Email:  twessels@agr.wa.gov 
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