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PREPROPOSAL STATEMENT 

OF INQUIRY 

CODE REVISER USE ONLY 
 

 

CR-101 (October 2017) 
(Implements RCW 34.05.310) 

Do NOT use for expedited rule making 

Agency: Department of Agriculture 

Subject of possible rule making: Chapter 16-303 WAC, Seed assessment, fees for seed services and seed certification. 
The department is considering amending this chapter to increase Seed Program fees and establish new fees for services not 
previously offered or services that are being provided that are not listed in the current fee schedule. In addition, the 
department is considering making clerical corrections to the address inconsistencies in crop kinds and additional crops listed 
in each category of crop kind. Also, the department is considering restructuring the fee schedule and revising rule language 
to provide clarity and allow for easier interpretation of the fees and rules. 
 

Statutes authorizing the agency to adopt rules on this subject: RCW 15.49.005 and .310 
 

Reasons why rules on this subject may be needed and what they might accomplish: A recent budget review revealed 
that the program’s fund balance is starting to decline, so it is necessary to increase fees to maintain a six month operating 
reserve, as well as to add laboratory, field, and office staff for succession planning and to reduce overtime hours worked by 
current staff. There have been several new services offered since the last time this rule was amended, and since these 
services are not listed in the current fee schedule, the fees for these services have been charged based on staff time and 
other expenses. Establishing fees for these new services would increase transparency for customers using these services. 
The department is also considering making clerical changes, including adding native species not previously included and 
modifying crop groupings to ensure that all crops are listed under the correct groupings. 
 

Identify other federal and state agencies that regulate this subject and the process coordinating the rule with these 
agencies:       
 

Process for developing new rule (check all that apply): 

☐  Negotiated rule making 

☐  Pilot rule making 

☐ Agency study 

☒ Other (describe) Department staff will discuss any proposed amendments with affected stakeholders. Affected 

stakeholders will also have an opportunity to submit written comments on the proposed rules during the public comment 
period and will be able to present oral testimony at the public hearing. 

Interested parties can participate in the decision to adopt the new rule and formulation of the proposed rule before 
publication by contacting: 

 (If necessary) 

Name: Rachel Furth, Business Administration and 
Operations Manager 

Name: Paula Moore, Acting Seed Program Manager 

Address: 1111 Washington St SE, Olympia WA 98504 Address: 21 N 1st Ave, Suite 203, Yakima WA 98902 

Phone: (360) 902-1997 Phone: (509) 314-1032 

Fax: (360) 902-2085 Fax: (509) 454-4395 

TTY: (800) 833-6388 TTY: (800) 833-6388 

Email: rfurth@agr.wa.gov Email: pmoore@agr.wa.gov 

Web site: https://agr.wa.gov/LawsRules/Rulemaking/ Web site: 
https://agr.wa.gov/Inspection/SeedInspection/ContactUs.aspx 

Other:       Other:       

Additional comments:       
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Date: February 19, 2019 

 

Name: Jessica Allenton 
 

Title: Assistant Director 

Signature: 

 
 


