[bookmark: _GoBack]Hemp in Food Task Force
Meeting Notes
July 20, 2022
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Welcome and introductions
We heard from each person on the call. Some Task Force members were absent. This meeting was recorded. (Please note that this video is not edited. If you choose to watch the video, you will need to skip over the several segments when participants are in small groups and find the point when whole group conversation resumes.) 

Topic: Hemp in Food Task Force Initial Meeting
Start Time: Jul 20, 2022 12:38 PM

Meeting Recording:
https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/share/T_xk-_hgk0MQp-IU2TEdo-5cd5uwg2y85zJbemhVzDw6l0qD4GAQ7D23MmTbm-a6.99efmBFIyFL5msy5 

Access Passcode: Ca7Rq%?m

Check-in & connection conversations
We participated in two small group conversations, responding to: “Why was it important for you to be here today,” and “What is one thing you hope to learn or experience as a member of this Task Force?”

Why was it important for you to be here today?
“I want to see things move forward.”
“Hemp should be a food ingredient.”
“We’re frustrated with the state agencies.”
“I want us to move ahead thoughtfully.”
“I don’t want to repeat others’ mistakes.”
“I want people to appreciate that hemp is a diverse crop.”

What is one thing you hope to learn or experience as a member of this Task Force?
“Everyone is proud of what have achieved together.”
“I want to make good recommendations.”
“I want people to see that food and beverage is the larger market.”
“Our big goal? Our products are at Safeway.”
“There are multiple goals for this task force.”
“We need to understand the concerns of different hemp-in-food stakeholders.”
“What is an appropriate scope for this task force? There are lots of growers with difference purposes and goals.”
“The consumer perspective is important; food safety standards are important.”
“What food-related issues are important to the members of this task force?” 
“What’s been done or is being done elsewhere?”

Task Force context, timeline & deliverable
Kelly McLain summarized the work of the Task Force, including the deliverable of a report due to the Legislature on December 1, 2022. It is also possible to work on the language of a bill. This task force is not about getting bill language to the legislature by September 15.

The work of the task force could extend beyond December, after the report is delivered. The sense of urgency present today comes largely from industry subgroups. We will have a scoping conversation at our next meeting.

Group agreements to guide Task Force meetings
· Be present (video on; minimize multi-tasking)
· Bring curiosity rather than judgment
· Move in to engage, move out to make space for others
· “Yes, and…” rather than “yeah, but…”
· Speak from your perspective 

Establish regular meeting schedule
After some discussion, the group agreed that initially a sequence of several meetings over a shorter interval is appropriate. The task force will meet on August 3, 17, and 31, 1:00 to 4:00pm. Subsequent meeting frequency will be determined later. The group agreed to use Zoom. Steve will send a calendar invitation including the Zoom link below.

Topic: Hemp In Food Task Force (3 meeting series)
Time: Aug 3, 2022 01:00 PM Pacific Time (US and Canada)
        Every 2 weeks on Wed, until Aug 31, 2022, 3 occurrence(s)
        Aug 3, 2022 01:00 PM
        Aug 17, 2022 01:00 PM
        Aug 31, 2022 01:00 PM

Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88650391343 

Identify topic or focus for each meeting
Five small groups considered the following question: “What are possible scope priorities for this task force?”

Breakout #1
· WSDA support is essential
· Task force needs a background presentation
· It would be helpful to have an overview of hemp in Canada

Breakout #2
· We want to get a bill to the legislature
· “Hemp in food” is our goal
· Animal food, too
· Let’s all look at Bonny Jo’s draft bill language
· Legislation v. rules?

Breakout #3
· (this group also posted a list of potential topics in the chat)
· Hemp is a legal crop – keep this in mind!
· What can be learned from national trade associations?

Breakout #4
· What are the different categories of product?
· What protocols do we need to follow?
· What do we know about programs in other states?
· Cannabinoids – address sooner or later?
· Food safety standardization
· Packaging/labeling

Breakout #5
· At the next meeting we need to get background on what’s been done.
· What exactly do we want to regulate?
· Animal feed should be included.
· If a crop is too high in THC, what’s the process for destruction?
· Batch tracking requirements?
· We need to be consistent with FDA food safety standards.

Expectations for work between meetings
This was not discussed because the task force will meet to work together three times in August

Check-out
Each participant was asked to share how or what they are feeling after this first meeting: 
· Some trepidation about the group staying focused, and super excited.
· Optimistic and overwhelmed.
· I’m goal oriented. Today was too mushy. Do we know what we are trying to accomplish? How will we reach consensus?
· We must understand the complexity of this situation. It is messy. We need patience. There is a lot of intersectionality.
· Happy
· Yes, messy; need to narrow the scope
· Complex challenges
· Enlightening, educational. “Hemp in Food!” Lots to do.
· Appreciated the brainstorming today. The meeting went better than he felt it would.
· Optimistic. How to make decisions? Consensus v. majority vote? Tackles goals and scope next time!
· Optimistic, sense of resolve. Move it forward!
· Appreciate the diversity of perspectives. Need to deepen our understanding before rushing to solution.
· Gratitude. Appreciate diverse views. Can we avoid limitations?
· Appreciative of the time and expertise that was contributed today. It’s a tough challenge. Eager to move toward consensus on scope.
· Feeling empowered. Yes, messy. Glad to be able to participate, hopeful of good work product.
· Expecting increasing messiness. We need to support WSDA needs!


Closing remarks
· Kelly will compile a member contact list and share with all
· Kelly will send an example “report to the legislature”
· Kelly expects to write the first draft of the task force report and then solicit review and comments from the task force
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