


The WSNLA Community Represents
850 businesses and individuals working in or serving the 
horticulture field:

• Greenhouse Growers & Production Nurseries
• Garden Centers
• Landscape Businesses: Design, Installation, Maintenance
• Suppliers
• Academia (Tech schools, Universities)
• State Agencies (WSDA, WSDOT, etc.)
• Certified Professional Horticulturists
• ecoPRO Certified Sustainable Landscape Professionals

Serving the Washington Green Industry Since 1937.





310 Certified Professional Horticulturists
1. Basic Horticulture Principles

2. Extensive Plant Identification

3. Continuing Education Required

Coming in 2020

1. Online Prep Classes

a) Preview Exam

b) Plant Identification

2. Updated Plant List

126 ecoPRO Certified Sustainable Landscape

Professionals
1. Developed in collaboration with local municipalities, 

environmental groups, academia and industry

2. 2.5 training + exam

3. 200+ best management practices

Coming in 2020

1. Online Training Modules

2. Consumer Marketing



Cultivating Professionalism

Initial Funders

2011 – Advisory Committee Met
• Industry, Municipalities, Academia, 
Environmental Groups.

• Review organic & sustainable certification 
geared at the professional industry in WA, 
OR, BC. 
• Examples: Bay Friendly Landscapes, 
Oregon LandCare, Coalition of Organic 
Landscape Professionals)



Cultivating Professionalism

Initial Funders

Advisory Committee established overarching 
goals for developing a program that: 

1. Serves landscape professionals in WA State
2. Addresses WA State habitat, water quality 

conservation, and toxics reduction issues;
3. Holistically addresses the landscape
4. Builds on existing programs



Cultivating Professionalism

Current Program Partners!

200+ ecoPRO Best Management Practices in the 
areas of: 

• Protect and Conserve Soils
• Conserve Water
• Protect Water and Air Quality
• Protect and Create Wildlife Habitat
• Conserve Energy
• Sustain Healthy Plants
• Use Sustainable Methods and Materials
• Protect & Enhance Human Health & Well-being

DOWNLOAD BMPS @ ecoPROcertified.org



Cultivating Professionalism

Program Partners!

2014 – first ‘test’ training held.

2015 – WSNLA & WALP become co-administrators

2015 – 2019 – two trainings per year offered. 
Training size limited to 30

Governance Structure
• Steering Committee: oversees overall program 

governance
• Technical Committee: oversees best 

management practices and exam review and 
management.

2020 – WSNLA is sole administrator
2020 – Online Training Modules being developed



Solution based education!
Workshops, Learning Labs, & Tours

New in 2020 Focus: Distance Learning 



Inside the B&B Magazine: 

Research  |  Trends  |  Member-centric News & Information Sharing  |  Industry Issues & Solutions









Continue To Tell Our Industry Stories

WSNLA developed 3 Videos that work to 

educate consumers about our industry:

– Bringing A Plant to Market
WATCH NOW: https://youtu.be/eh1yWuZYU2k

– Propagation Source Impacts Cost of the Plant
WATCH NOW: https://youtu.be/cSw12Vq3OUk

– Environmental Growing Techniques
WATCH NOW: https://youtu.be/l8Mp8TOCk54

https://youtu.be/eh1yWuZYU2k
https://youtu.be/cSw12Vq3OUk
https://youtu.be/l8Mp8TOCk54


GardenWashington Guide & Maps
16,000 – 18,000 distributed annually









As of January 2020, total fund: $813,642 
✓ Includes $179,016 of WAFLORA Scholarship 

Funds transferred to WSNLA Fund in 2018

✓ Over $22,000 awarded in student scholarship 

&  program grants.

✓ Over $550,000 has been given since 1978 students 
engaged in horticulture education.

✓ $5000 awarded to WSNLA to promote Careers in 
Horticulture

The WSNLA Scholarship & Research 
Charitable Fund, a separate 501(c) 3 
and managing Board of Directors, 
awards scholarships and grants on an 
annual basis.

WSNLA Scholarship Board
Jerry Rosso, CPH
Dan Marshall, CPH
Jan Bahr, CPH 
Jeffrey Leonard, CPH, EPC

https://wsnla.site-ym.com/?page=CharitableFund





