PHTF Meeting Minutes
6/16/20 at 10:00 am
On WebEx
Chair: Katie Buckley
Facilitator: Ray Ledgerwood
Katie gave the opening remarks. Good job on the amount of work that’s been done. The task force is completely within the timeline we laid out. Recommendation editing is scheduled to be completed by mid-August or so, with voting completed by the end of August.
Ray went over member updates. 
Recommendation Discussion
Habitat
1.1 No comments.
1.2 Will be updated after talks with Kevin. The language should be tightened up regarding roads, add ‘local’. Katie will need to send out an email with subcommittee meetings so everyone has deadlines for review.
1.3 Katie will edit so is more about developing guidelines.
1.4 Katie will edit. Oregon is doing some work on this.
1.5 Good one, but funding will be required. We should be planning for the future and let the legislature figure out the funding.
1.6 No comments.
1.7 No comments.
1.8 Eric still needs to edit, no comments.
1.9 Some edits were done.
1.10 We liked the pollinator license plate idea, but those don’t actually generate a lot of money. It would, however, be something, and good for public awareness. It could be similar to the Apiary Advisory Committee fund.
Any opposition? No.
Pesticides
2.1 No comments, will be edited.
2.2 Will be changed to higher fines in pollinator issues. How many labels align with the current manual? Andony added a link.
2.3 Needs editing – take note of problems of invasive species.
2.4 Major changes – will be discussed next week, voted on in July. Discussion about voting or advisory member.
2.5 No comments.
2.6 Some further editing.
2.7a & 2.7b Bee theft is a concern. It’s good that growers are paying more attention. Oregon did something similar to 2.7b by having beekeepers meet with industry groups and agree on Bee Protection Protocols.
Education
3.1 Andony talked about how pesticide licensing money helped support the program in Oregon, especially getting it up and running. This has been a key position in Oregon, and incredibly important in developing the Oregon Bee Project.
3.2 No comments.
3.3 Maybe incorporate the Department of Education school gardens network.
3.4 This requires good communication. The WSDA should be reporting to the EPA. What are the metrics being measured?
3.5 We made minor edits.
3.6 No comments.
3.7 No comments.
3.8 No comments.
3.9 Add other related states to the list of cooperating agencies.
Managed Pollinators
4.1 Katie will find someone who used managed bumble bees and run this past them.
4.2 Janet gave updates to this, David Wilderman will help edit. Would this include permitting for mason bee trapping? The map referenced will be sent out with the meeting minutes.
4.3 No comments.
No honey standard recommendation. Sounds like that’s something being pursued at the federal level.
Research
5.1 No comments.
5.2 Can’t do non-lethal monitoring for most bees. 
5.3 No comments.
5.4 No comments.
5.5 No comments.
5.6 Allison added a bunch of answers. Pesticides subcommittee especially should review this.
5.7 Heather reminded us that the EPA is the appropriate agency for this.
5.8 Montana State will be looking at ground nesting. We may want to combine forces with them.
5.9 Wonderful recommendation. May want to broaden the funding base. Tim and Laura have been looking into options. Hive registration could go directly to the WSU Bee Lab.
5.10 Laura will work on this one.
5.11 & 5.12 Taylor will combine these.
5.13 No comments.
Metrics are important; they are key for the legislature to know how projects are doing. The WSDA should be publishing a State of Pollinators Report every 2-5 years, possibly every year.
Education Goals
Ray took us through an outreach exercise.
If we only had time, money, and energy to reach one audience, what would that be?
Growers
What is the change in behavior desired?
Increase pollinator habitat / buffers, Consider the broader environment, Communicate and cooperate with beekeepers in their area, Etc.
Messaging – Why would they want to?
Healthy pollinator populations help provide food security
Make sure it’s okay before you spray
All of our grandchildren are going to be living on the same planet
Consumers care
Biodiversity increases the likelihood of success
Media – Media is what you put your time and energy into
Extension Documents – pesticide, insect, and disease manuals
Direct communications
Co-op leaders and field folks
Commodity organizers
Neighbors
Radio
State Legislators
Change in Behavior
Pass bills of benefit to pollinators and habitat
Fund the efforts
Use leadership to promote
Messaging
Pollinators are important to Washington food security, economics, constituents, and environmental health
Agricultural viability
Media
Stakeholders
State agency representatives
In the media
Personal contact from those they trust for information
Further discussion
We discussed power cluster (multipliers). Andony added that Master Gardeners are a fantastic dissemination tool. Katie will be working on developing these types of breakdowns for all the groups we came up with, as well as the WSDA pollinator web page development if anyone wants to help her.
Voting
Ray used this as a similar exercise. To figure out our criterion for priority voting he asked all of us to fill in the blank for: The recommendation must ______. After voting, the highest priority should be given to recommendations that improve the survival of as many pollinators as possible, and give the biggest bang for the buck – have the largest impact possible.
We decided on 3 types of votes for the recommendations. 
Support votes
Support, neutral, opposed. If opposed, we would ask that you list why. This could be added to the Challenges section of the recommendation, or be used to improve the recommendation.
Within group priority votes
Essentially this will indicate what the best recommendations from each category are. There was discussion over rankings or other voting systems. Each person will be able to select the top 1/3 of the recommendations from each category. For example, Education has 10 recommendations. Each task force voting member can select 3 that they feel should be prioritized from Education.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Overall priority vote
Each voting task force member will also pick their top 3 recommendations from all the recommendations. The top overall recommendations will be reported.
Conclusions
Katie will send out Doodle polls from what could be the last round of subcommittee meetings before voting. Individual subcommittees will determine if they require another meeting after that. Katie will get these rules written up and sent out before voting begins. She needs to check how easy it is to set up some of the priority votes on SurveyMonkey before that can happen. Meeting minutes will be posted on the website along with the recording of this meeting.
Meeting end at 2:45 pm
