Managed Pollinator Subcommittee Meeting Minutes
3/27/20
2:30pm via WebEx
Attendees: Katie Buckley, Dave Hunter, Demarus Tevuk, Jennifer Short, Tim Hiatt, Janet Gorrell, Laura Lavine, Paul Hosticka, Sarina Jepsen, Brad White, Annie Byerly, Ben Sallmann, Brandon Hopkins
We started talking about 4.1, and how 4.2 and 4.3 might fit into 4.1. 
4.1 is: Current managed pollinators include European honey bees, eastern US bumble bees (Bombus impatiens), native mason bees (Osmia lignaria), European leafcutter bees (Megachile pugnata), and native alkali bees. Provide growers and the public with best management practices for each species.
We realized that many of the best management practices already exist, either from WSU, or state or national organizations. We really just want to have links to all of these on the WSDA website, all in one place. For example, provide a link for hobbyist beekeepers that would direct them to the Washington State Beekeepers Association. We also decided that the webpage could be grouped in a couple different ways: by pollinator, by target audience, or by type of practice. Target audiences could be:
· Hobbyist and Homeowner
· Commercial
· Growers
[bookmark: _GoBack]Type of practice is similar and would be:
· Best Management Practices
· Best Orchard Use Practices
· Best Bee Producer Practices
These BMPs should make clear what risks there are and how to mitigate them (Sarina will work on that.) The hobbyist/homeowner category would be more for the general public and include things like how to create habitat and ‘If you would like to get more involved…’. Tim talked about how Matthew Whiting with WSU is doing trials for spraying pollen, but notes that collecting pollen to spray is very difficult to do. Tim also doesn’t think the state needs to make any sort of statement on the economics of any of this. Dave doesn’t necessarily agree and thinks the use of alternate pollinators such as mason bees might be a communication issue, especially for growers, who just may not have heard about them before.
4.3 was primarily about assessing native bees for management. We think it’s a good idea, but should probably be a research recommendation. Dave will rewrite it as such, then it will get moved to Research.
Everyone should feel free to add links to 4.1 for BMPs. There will likely need to be a final review for them from both WSU and WSDA personnel, but we’d like to see what people think should be used.
Katie presented an idea about FieldWatch. Tim would like to talk to beekeepers that want such a thing. He is not in favor.
Annie wanted to know if there was some way to get covered for pollinator losses besides honey bees, such as through Farm Bill funding. The feds currently only cover honey bee losses. We essentially presented 2 options for her: 1) Lobby Farm Bill congressmen to include other pollinators (ELAP) or 2) Create a state program like a disaster reimbursal program. Annie is going to write up a recommendation for option 2.
Katie will send out a link for all the Google Docs again with subject reading ‘PHTF Google Docs links’ so that people can easily find them.

