Pollinator Health Task Force Meeting Minutes
3/16/2020
On WebEx (Recording worked this time!)
Chair: Katie Buckley, WSDA
Facilitator: Ray Ledgerwood
Meeting Start at 10:00 am
Introduction 
Thanks to everyone for meeting, and not in person. Ray went over general guidelines for a large meeting on WebEx. See attached list of attendees. Reviewed agenda.
Member Updates
[bookmark: _GoBack]In general people either had no update, are waiting to hear back from someone, or have finished a small project. It had only been two weeks since the last meeting.
NRCS Presentation by Tara Donohoe
See attached presentation and excel file. She encouraged people to become technical service providers.
Pesticide Recommendations Update
Tim combined 4 recommendations into 2.27. We deleted 2.13 as that was taken in its entirety to 2.27. We will allow for a comment period, then discuss it in our next Pesticide subcommittee meeting. Laura will check with WSU on what parts of it may currently be being done.
Do we wish to keep 2.4? We will discuss it in subcommittee. We didn’t know if it was something that would work in WA.
Katie did group the research required recommendations. The subcommittee will also discuss those in next meeting with hopefully expert on seeds attending so we can decide to keep or get rid of some of them.
Education and Communication Recommendations Update 
People have been slowly working on things, but not much substantial yet. Mostly we are still getting in touch with experts to get questions answered. We do want to sit down at maybe one of the later task force meetings to really make sure we have our outreach goals completely fleshed out. Dave also shared a 4H document about native bees. It was pretty cool.
Habitat Recommendations
1.1 Develop an ongoing small grants program administered by the State Conservation Commission to provide funding to conservation districts to help rural landowners and community groups create pollinator habitat and/or adopt pollinator conservation practices
	General support.
1.2 Develop an ongoing small grants program administered by the State Conservation Commission to provide funding to local conservation districts for a monoculture turf and landscape conversion and pollinator garden program focused on replacing or enhancing turf with flowering habitat in urban, suburban, and rural non-agricultural lands
	Chris objected to the thought of vilifying turf, pointing out that it does have benefits. We added ‘monoculture’ to indicate that diverse turf is preferred. It was reminded to the group that this was a grant program, and obviously voluntary. Chris will provide comments.
1.3 Require all state-funded building projects and road construction projects which include landscaping or land alteration to include a certain percentage of pollinator landscaping and/or “eco-lawn” maintained with ecologically sound methods known to protect pollinators
	General support. Chris opposed and will cite his sources.
1.4 Increase use of flowering cover crops by establishing a Washington Department of Agriculture-directed cover crop incentive initiative
	We will be deleting this one in favor of 1.12. 1.12 does require more editing. The grant program that references will be prioritizing practices that sequester more carbon, but we will be asking them to rank multi-use practices higher (specifically ones that provide habitat to pollinators.)
1.5 Develop an integrated, comprehensive strategy for the enhancement, creation, and maintenance of high-quality pollinator habitat along surface water corridors
	Katie talked about what she had learned from DOE. They do not tell people how to do aquatic habitat restoration, so we will not be changing any laws or required practices. We would instead be giving out guidelines people could follow that would benefit pollinators. We also found out that CREP is voluntary. We could basically (especially due to the number of different agencies involved), only suggest adopting guidelines that complement existing policy.
1.6 Increase flowering rangeland
	Katie has sent this out to multiple experts and is waiting to hear back. Katie will send out an email when she has added in the expert commentary. 
1.7 Fund restoration crews dedicated to creating and enhancing pollinator habitat on roadsides
	General support, though we would like to see if there is any research on bee prevalence near roads vs. not. Laura will look into that. Also, the WSDOT is requested to let us see their pollinator map. They will let us know when it’s available.
1.10 Increase funding for the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) to assess and certify solar and wind developments for pollinator-friendly habitat
	General support.
1.11 Revise the state Open Space Farm and Agriculture Tax Classification Program to include private lands managed for pollinators and wildlife
	Tim explained this one (see his comment on the Google Doc.) He explained it very well. The recommendation may need to address noxious weed control.
1.12 If 2SSB 5947 passes and is signed into law, creating a Sustainable Farm and Fields grant program,  the SCC will be encouraged to prioritize or score higher those carbon sequestering practices that concurrently create pollinator habitat and/or forage
	This one will need to be rewritten when the governor signs it into law. See also 1.4 for other discussion. Essentially it will add pollinator habitat to the criteria list.
1.13 Recommend funding HB 1654 - 2015-16 goal of no net loss of bloom- replace invasive species removed with native and/or non-invasive, high quality non-native flowering plants as determined by site suitability
	This is a newer recommendation that is a plea to fund a bill that already passed, and which would address an ongoing concern of habitat loss following noxious weed control in large areas. This one will be further refined in subcommittee.
Next Steps
Katie will send out Doodle polls to schedule meetings for all the subcommittees. The Managed Pollinator and Research subcommittees will get started up. Katie will also send out meeting minutes from this meeting.
Adjourn at 2:44pm
