Pesticide Subcommittee Meeting
3/23/20 at 12:30pm
Via WebEx
Attendees: Katie Buckley, Chris Senske, Erin Morse, Richard Satsuma, Eric Olsen, Kevin Jensen, Janet Gorrell, Mary Fee, Aimee Code, Lori Williams, Heather Hansen
We decided to begin with known changes. Tim put together 2.27 based on 2.6, 2.9, 2.12 and 2.13. 2.13 was deleted during the March PHTF meeting as it was largely repeated within 2.27. The subcommittee decided to delete 2.6 as that also had a lot moved to 2.27. We then agreed to delete 2.9 after we had moved one paragraph over into 2.27 that we liked.
Mary was able to give us an update of what she is learning from her seed expert. Cereal grains in WA do get treated with neonics, and it is an industry standard now. Wireworms have become more of a problem as more growers switch to no till (which has itself many environmental benefits). The neonics are also primarily used as a repellant for the wireworms. There is very careful research being done to try to reduce wireworm populations with crop rotations, but that’s slow going. At any rate, we do not know if the neonic treated seeds at this point pose a strong threat to pollinators. Questions will be added to the research recommendations about this.
We very heavily edited 2.12. It may get moved to Habitat (Katie will bring it up with them in their next meeting), as it now has a stronger habitat component than pesticides. It will also require some brainstorming probably by the entire task force on possible funding sources.
Mary will rewrite 2.25. State Noxious Weeds does not and will never have authority over the county weed boards. She will rewrite it with that, and our suggestions in mind.
At this point we went back to the beginning. We decided to delete 2.4. 2.2 required a lot of debate. We decided there were drawbacks and benefits to it, but that there were too many drawbacks, and it wasn’t in keeping with the ideas that we thought would work best (better outreach and education). We eventually decided to delete 2.2.
Next Steps
Mary will review and edit 2.25, Katie will review and edit most of the other ones to take into account the comments made, then clear out most (if not all) of the comments. Katie will then renumber the recommendations and send out an update for the subcommittee to review the recommendations again.
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