Pollinator Health Task Force Meeting Minutes
4/27/2020
On WebEx 
Chair: Katie Buckley, WSDA
Facilitator: Ray Ledgerwood
Meeting Start at 10:00 am
Introduction 
Katie thanked everyone for attending. Ray went over the agenda. See attached list of attendees. 
EPA Presentation by Thomas Steeger
Tom started by answering questions that were sent to him (see answers and presentation). He went into great detail on the type of testing required for pesticides to be registered, especially in regards to pollinator testing, and what the overall process was. He is happy to get emailed with follow up questions.
Pesticide Industry Presentation by Leslie Garcia (Valent)
Leslie gave a very nice perspective of the industry side of getting pesticides registered, and all the things they do behind the scenes to ensure ecological safety, with a timeline for how long it usually takes to get a pesticide registered (see presentation). She recommended some Youtube videos by Crop Tech that get into even more detail. She is happy to be contacted if we have further questions.
Washington State Nursery and Landscape Association Presentation by Breanne Chavez
Breanne talked about the many different ways her organization tries to help pollinators. Some of these would be excellent projects to partner on. See her presentation for more details.
Other Recommendation Updates 
Habitat: Chris combined 1.1 and 1.2 which will need to be discussed at the next habitat subcommittee meeting.
1.3 Chris is waiting on information from other people such as the cost of maintaining pollinator friendly landscape and expense of maintaining non-turfgrass habitat.
1.4 Was deleted.
1.5 Taylor is still working on coordinating a response to this one.
1.6 Katie is waiting on rangeland experts to see what they think. She will re-contact them.
1.7 We like this and hope WSDOT gets more funding to implement it.
1.10 General support.
1.11 Tim explained the tax recommendation.
1.12 Eric was taking point on editing. Alison reporting 5947 passed and was not vetoed. FY21 developing the structure for the program, which is what we’ll target.
1.13 HB2478 was passed, signed by Governor, would require funding.
1.14 This was carried over from pesticide subcommittee – funds for sales of pesticides to create a pollinator fund. We didn’t really like that idea. Alison suggested the states “toxic” account. Loopholes for that were recently closed, so it may no longer be available. We also noted OFM is asking agencies to prepare for budget shortfalls due to coronavirus.
Pesticides: We renumbered the recommendations, which are now down to 14 total.
2.1 & 2.2 Recognize what we already do in Washington State.
2.4 Mary reports the noxious weed coordinators met, and field folks were consulted. As written this recommendation won’t work. The county noxious weed boards are without authority to control land owner use. There is a pollinator representative on the State Noxious Weed Control Board, but its not currently codified. There is concern about watering down this recommendation by adding to another recommendation…should be guidelines on infestation level…opposition to deleting this recommendation. Tim, Paul, and Mary will rewrite this.
2.5 Brighid is assigned to edit this one.
2.6 Meant to have cooperators be aware of IPM and new regulations. We’re taking it back to the subcommittee for more editing.
2.7 New, will be reviewed in subcommittee.
2.8 – 2.14 Research Required Recommendations – We will be discussing in subcommittee if we want to keep these.
Education & Communication: We switched around the recommendations and renumbered them to be grouped together better. We added a section for partnering groups to work with us in goals.
3.1 – 3.5 We’re pretty happy with these.
3.6 Taylor and Katie will meet to edit this one.
3.7 & 3.8 These were examples for plans for outreach or educational goal. We may need a better look at what entities are already doing – golf courses, landscape design. We will work in subcommittee to continue to revise and they may not make the cut.
Managed Pollinator Recommendations
4.1 Will be moved to education. The managed pollinator subcommittee realized that best management practice information for pollinators in Washington is scattered at present. We envision the WSDA website redone so Washington State residents can find information on best management practices suitable for our state. WSU and Katie will work together on keeping site up-to-date. It will have various sections like ‘what you as a citizen can do’, ‘commercial pollinator section’, ‘growers and pesticide applicators section’. It will be used as a clearing house of information for pollinators in the PNW.
The old 4.2, 4.3, 4.4 were moved to research.
New 4.3 Sarina wants to reduce the risk to wild pollinators, especially bumble bees. Some of our native bumble bees may be listed (endangered species list) soon. Commercial bumble bee production, especially when it involves non-native bumble bee species, puts our natives at risk.
New 4.4 Sarina brought this one up too. She wanted to have protected areas where commercially raised bees are not allowed, which will hopefully be refuges for our native species. Tim thought any management or restrictions on honey bees will be met by resistance and there should not be restrictions for honey bees. Sarina countered that areas of national parks and public lands would be the only places restricted. We will need to reword this recommendation. We also recommend research in the areas effected for native pollinator habitat. There are maps in the creative atlas through WDFW that show protected areas.
[bookmark: _GoBack]New 4.5 From Annie because she lost a large portion of her Alkali bees one year. This is meant to get financial assistance to pollinator producers other than honey bees. The federal ELAP program would require lobbying for include other managed pollinators besides honey bees. A couple of people are going to look into their current crop insurance companies about providing coverage. Katie will contact USDA officials to enquire if they know anything. The state doesn’t provide any kind of program like this currently, so it seems unlikely that would work. Federal or private insurance may work better.
Jennifer Short will add in a honey standard recommendation (potential 4.6).
Next Steps
Katie will send out Doodle polls to schedule meetings for all the subcommittees. Katie will also see if there is an economic forecast for the state. We should all start thinking about what criteria we will use when we vote (to be discussed at our June meeting.)
Adjourn at 2:44pm
