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Climate change creates new challenges for Washington agriculture, including extreme weather, wildfires, flooding, 
pests, worker safety risks, and water supply volatility. However, Washington’s diverse geographies, cropping 
systems, state funding, and history of science-based innovations positions it to adapt and remain resilient.

The purpose of the Climate Resilience Plan for Washington Agriculture is to support agricultural viability 
and vitality through ongoing and future climate change. Informed by extensive research and stakeholder 
engagement, the Resilience Plan proposes strategies to ensure that diverse agricultural stakeholders have the 
necessary resources for successful climate adaptation and enhanced resilience.

Principles
The principles below guided the development of the goals, strategies, and actions in the Climate Resilience 
Plan for Washington Agriculture. To the greatest extent possible, all climate actions presented in this plan:

 • Safeguard the vitality and viability of Washington’s agricultural economy, heritage, culture,  
  and communities in the face of climate change.

 • Promote co-benefits including clean air and water, economic resilience, equity and environmental  
  justice, greenhouse gas emissions reductions, soil health, and species and habitat protection.

 • Encompass diverse and collaborative approaches including research, funding opportunities,  
  technical assistance, policy support, outreach and education, and multi-benefit projects.

 • Ensure that information, support, and resources are available and accessible to farm operators  
  and workers of all regions, demographics, operation size, and primary spoken languages.

 • Incentivize voluntary participation in climate-resilience initiatives.

Goals, strategies, and actions 
The Resilience Plan describes 6 goals, 14 strategies, and 27 actions to address risks and enhance agricultural 
resilience, guided by 5 overarching principles. For these actions to successfully enhance agricultural resilience 
in Washington state, significant funding and staff resources are required.



View the entire report at agr.wa.gov/ClimateResilienceWaAg

https://agr.wa.gov/Washington-Agriculture/Climate-Resilience-Plan-for-Washington-Agriculture


For more information:
 •  Visit our website at  
   agr.wa.gov/ClimateResilienceWaAg
 •  Scan the QR code
 •  Email Dani Gelardi at 
   dani.gelardi@agr.wa.gov. 
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