
Day 1: April 15th

Washington State Farm to School Summit 2015

cultivate. connect. create.
ROOTS
putting down

School
Farm  to

Check-in 8:00 - 8:30 am

Welcome to the Summit
8:30 - 9:00 am

Grand Apple 
Ballroom South

Break (Take time to put yourself on the map!)10:00 - 10:15 am

An overview of what’s happening in Farm to School at the regional, state and nation-
al level, with representatives from USDA Farm to School Program, National Farm to 
School Network, WSDA Farm to School, Office of Superintendent of Public Instruc-
tion Child Nutrition Services, Washington Sustainable Food & Farming Network, 
and Empire Health Foundation.  

Colleen Culbertson, Empire Health Foundation
Ellen Gray, Washington Sustainable Food & Farming Network
Kristie Hubbard, USDA Farm to School 
Linsey LaPlant, Washington Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction 
Elizabeth Miller, USDA Agriculture Marketing Service
Kirk Robinson, Washington State Department of Agriculture 
Mary Stein, National Farm to School Network

9:00 - 10:00 am

Policy Context and Partners that Make Farm to School Work

panel

Grand Apple 
Ballroom South

Mary Stein, Deputy Director, National Farm to School Network, will share the 
recently-created “Evaluation for Transformation: A Cross-Sectoral Evalua-
tion Framework for Farm to School” to provide common language, goals and 
inspiration for the work we all do. 

10:15 - 11:00 am

Keynote Address:  A Shared Language for Farm to School

Grand Apple
 Ballroom South



Break (Take time to put yourself on the map!)11:20 - 11:40 pm

Mardi Solomon and Holly O’Neil of Whatcom Farm-to-School Support 
Team will guide us through an activity to share goals and potential impacts 
and start us on the way to a shared evaluation plan in Washington State!

11:00 - 11:20 am

Washington State Engaging in Evaluation

Grand Apple 
Ballroom South

1:00 - 2:30 pm What can you do to build Farm to School in your Community?

(1) For schools - How to buy and serve Washington-grown food, including 
templates, tools and tips from WSDA procurement pilots.

Kristie Hubbard, USDA Farm to School
Tricia Kovacs, WSDA Farm to School 
Shoko Kumagai, WSDA Farm to School 
Linsey LaPlant, Washington Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction

Golden Delicious
(First Floor)

(2) For farms, processors, distributors and food hubs - Trends and Opportunities 
for Growing and Selling to Schools, including details of the new Pilot for 
Procurement of Unprocessed Fruits and Vegetables!

Sue Davis, WSDA Farm to School 
Linsey LaPlant, Washington Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction
Elizabeth Miller, USDA Agriculture Marketing Service
Karen Ullmann, WSDA Farm to School
Chuck Dragoo, WSDA GAP/GHP Program

Blossom/Harvest
(Second Floor)

(3) For community partners - A choose-your-own adventure, open-space session 
with experienced nutrition and science educators, school garden coordinators, 
farm to school advocates and others! 

Raeann Ducar, WSU Food $ense
Amy Gilroy, Oregon Department of Agriculture 
Amber McCulloch, OSPI K-12 Science Specialist
Holly O’Neil, Whatcom Farm-to-School Support Team
Katie Rains, GRuB
Rick Sherman, Oregon Department of Agriculture
Joan Qazi, Washington Sustainable Food & Farming Network

Grand Apple 
Ballroom North
(Second Floor)

11:40 - 1:00 pm

Farm to School Demo Luncheon

Grand Apple 
Ballroom South

Showcasing farm to school recipes from Washington schools     

      Sponsored by Whatcom Community Foundation and Washington State Potato Commission

Dana Daniel, Monroe Public Schools
Kent Getzin, Wenatchee School District

Jim Baird, Cloudview Ecofarms
Laura Smith, Pure County Pork
Aaron Sweatt, Fresh Nature Foods



Wrap-up 5:00 - 5:15 pm

5:30 - 7:00 pm
Your chance to visit USDA Farm to School Grantee Posters and Exhibit/Resource 
Tables! Enjoy light snacks and cash bar with locally-produced Wenatchee wines. 

*exhibit and resource tables are available throughout the day

Networking Reception

There are many pathways for local foods to get onto students’ plates. Experienced 
partners in farm to school will share their stories! 

1. Distributors 

Dana Daniel, Monroe School District
Sharon Whalen, Duck Delivery
Shawn Garner, Duck Delivery

2. Direct Farm to School

Gabriela Amador, Cloudview Ecofarms 
Liz Varvaro, San Juan Island School District

3. Processor Partnership 

Michael Deitering, Cloud Mountain Farm Center 
Melissa Paulus, Nooksack Valley School District
Mardi Solomon, Whatcom Farm-to-School Support Team
Cheryl Thornton, Cloud Mountain Farm Center

4. Cooperatives and Food Hub 

Denise Kwate, Central Valley School District 
Beth Robinette, LINC Foods
Jessica Kagele, Kagele Farm
Lucy Norris, Northwest Agriculture Business Center, Puget Sound Food Hub

2:45 - 5:00 pm

Sourcing Local - Supply Chain Case Studies

Break (Take time to put yourself on the map!)2:30 - 2:45 pm

Grand Apple 
Ballroom South

Main Lobby Sponsored by Northwest Farm Credit Services

Take time to put yourself on the map before the end of the day!



Day 2: April 16th

Break9:30 - 9:45 am

A big thank you to our sponsors!
Made possible by a Farm to School Conference and Events Grant from:

Summit presented by:

Farm to School Luncheon Demo presented by:

Networking Reception presented by: Grab ‘n’ Go Breakfast presented by:

WSDA farm to school survey results and exploration of opportunities

8:30 - 9:30 am The State of the State in Farm to School
Grand Apple 

Ballroom South

Growers, processors, manufacturers, distributors and buyers, along with gardeners, 
educators and community partners,  divide into work groups to brainstorm and 
develop solutions to farm to school supply chain needs and plan next steps in 
education and evaluation. 

9:45 am - noon

Supply Chain Connections & Action Planning

Grand Apple 
Ballroom South

Grab ‘n’ Go Breakfast8:00 - 8:30 am
Sponsored by Washington State Dairy Council


